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Boston Book Festival 2015  Presenter Bios 
 
Lauren Acampora is the author of The Wonder Garden, a collection of stories that together 
portray the complications of suburban life beneath the quaint, refined surface. Her work has 
appeared in the Paris Review, Missouri Review, Prairie Schooner, New England Review, 
Antioch Review, and Day One. 
  
M. T. Anderson is an author of stories for diverse audiences, from picture books for children to 
novels for teens and adults. His most notable works include Feed and the Octavian Nothing 
saga, for which he won a National Book Award. His latest book, Symphony for the City of the 
Dead, is a nonfiction account of the surprising intersections of art and war during World War II. 
  
Alicia Anstead is the editor in chief of the national magazines The Writer and Inside Arts. She 
also teaches journalism at Harvard Extension School and supervises the Harvard Arts Beat 
blog. Anstead’s writing has appeared in publications such as the New York Times, Boston 
Globe, and Scientific American. 
 
Tom Ashbrook is an award-winning journalist and the host of WBUR’s On Point, which he 
joined in 2001 after spending ten years reporting in Asia. His memoir The Leap chronicles his 
journey into the world of entrepreneurship. In 1996, Ashbrook was awarded the Livingston 
Award for National Reporting. 
  
Jabari Asim is the editor in chief of The Crisis and an associate professor in the Department of 
Writing, Literature, and Publishing at Emerson College. His latest work is a novel titled Only the 
Strong, which explores the relationship between community and strength in the years after the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
  
Margaret Atwood is a poet, novelist, essayist, and literary critic whose novel The Blind 
Assassin won the Man Booker Prize in 2000. Her other notable works include The Handmaid’s 
Tale, Cat’s Eye, Alias Grace, and Oryx and Crake. Her latest book is The Heart Goes Last, 
which chronicles, according to Publishers Weekly’s starred review, “the ability of the heart to 
keep fighting despite long odds.” 
 
Molly Bang is an author and illustrator of books for young readers whose work has earned her 
three Caldecott Honors. Her book When Sophie Gets Angry—Really, Really Angry received 
both a Caldecott Honor and the Charlotte Zolotow Award. Bang’s latest book is the sequel 
When Sophie’s Feelings Are Really, Really Hurt. 
 
Judge David Barron is a United States Circuit Judge for the United States First Circuit Court of 
Appeals who was appointed in May 2014. He previously taught at Harvard Law School where 
he was named the S. William Green Professor of Public Law in 2011. From 2009 to 2010 he 
served in the Office of Legal Counsel as Acting Assistant Attorney General. 
 
Nancy Bauer is a philosopher specializing in feminist philosophy and a professor at Tufts 
University. Her most recent book is How to Do Things with Pornography, in which, according to 
Times Higher Education, Bauer “uses pornography as a catalyst for thinking about philosophical 
thinking and its place in the world.” 
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Deborah Becker is an award-winning WBUR reporter and host whose reports focus primarily 
on mental health, criminal justice, crime, and education. 
 
Matt Bell is an author of five books. His fiction has been published in places like Best American 
Mystery Stories, the American Reader, and the New York Times. Emily St. John Mandel calls 
Bell’s latest novel, Scrapper, “a fearless and harrowing meditation on the ruination and 
transformation of cities and of people.” 
 
Megan Mayhew Bergman is a writer of short fiction, including two collections of short stories. 
Bergman’s latest collection, Almost Famous Women, offers fictional portraits of the lives of 
women throughout history, in what NPR calls “intense, richly imagined tales.” 
 
Charles Blackstone is a novelist, editor, and playwright, as well as the managing editor of 
Bookslut. Blackstone’s latest novel, Vintage Attraction, is a wine-fueled romance that the 
Chicago Book Review calls “both breezy and thoughtful.” 
 
Gabriella Blum is the Rita E. Hauser Professor of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law at 
Harvard Law School, a senior fellow in governance studies at the Brookings Institute, and the 
author of several books, including Laws, Outlaws, and Terrorists and The Future of Violence. 
 
Libba Bray is the New York Times–bestselling author of young adult novels such as the 
Gemma Doyle trilogy and Beauty Queens. Her novel Going Bovine won the Michael L. Printz 
Award in 2010. Bray’s latest work is Lair of Dreams, the second installation in the Diviners 
series. 
 
Robin Brenner is the teen librarian at the Brookline Public Library. She started a graphic novel 
and comic review website, No Flying No Tights, while in library school at the University of 
Illinois, and since then has been involved in many aspects of graphic novels and libraries.  
 
Anthony Brooks is a Boston-based public radio producer, editor, reporter, and host for WBUR 
and NPR. An award-winning reporter and host with over twenty-five years’ experience, Brooks 
currently co-hosts Radio Boston, a show that touches on topics affecting Bostonians. 
 
Irin Carmon is a national reporter at MSNBC, covering women, politics, and culture. She is also 
a visiting fellow in the Program for the Study of Reproductive Justice at Yale Law School. 
Carmon is the co-author (with Shana Knizhnik) of Notorious R.B.G. 
 
Antonio Casilli is an associate professor of digital humanities at Telecom ParisTech whose 
research focuses on digital cultures and critical digital humanities. Casilli has authored or co-
authored four books, including Against the Hypothesis of the End of Privacy. 
 
Christopher Castellani is the acclaimed author of A Kiss from Maddalena, The Saint of Lost 
Things, and All This Talk of Love, the artistic director of GrubStreet, and a 2014 recipient of a 
Guggenheim fellowship for fiction. 
 
Meghna Chakrabarti is the co-host of Radio Boston, WBUR’s acclaimed weekday show. She is 
also the primary fill-in host for Here & Now, NPR and WBUR’s national midday news program.  
 
Robin Chase is a co-founder and former CEO of Zipcar, the largest carsharing company in the 
world. Her new book is Peers Inc, which Financial Times calls “perfectly timed and convincingly 
argued.” 
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Bill Clegg is a well-regarded literary agent and the author of two critically-acclaimed memoirs 
about addiction and recovery. Clegg’s debut novel, Did You Ever Have a Family, was called 
“elegantly written and bravely imagined” by Kirkus in a starred review. 
 
Ann Collette was a freelance writer and editor for over fifteen years before joining the Rees 
Literary Agency in 2000. Her list includes bestselling authors and numerous award nominees. 
 
Josh Cook is a bookseller at Porter Square Books. He is also a book reviewer and poet whose 
writing has appeared in The Rumpus, Bookslut, and The Millions, among other publications. 
Cook’s debut novel, An Exaggerated Murder, is an homage to Sherlock Holmes. 
 
Harvey Cox is one of the country’s most preeminent theologians. Currently the Hollis Research 
Professor of Divinity at Harvard, Cox is the author of numerous books, including his newest, 
How to Read the Bible, which Publishers Weekly calls “pragmatic but profoundly insightful” in a 
starred review. 
 
Callie Crossley is a broadcast journalist, media commentator, and radio and TV host at WGBH, 
where her latest show is Under the Radar with Callie Crossley. Crossley was the recipient of a 
2014 Edward R. Murrow Award for a WGBH radio program on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
March on Washington.  
 
Edwidge Danticat is the author of eleven books, including Breath, Eyes, Memory, an Oprah 
Book Club selection, and the National Book Award–nominated story collection Krik? Krak! Her 
latest book is Untwine, a young adult novel Kirkus hails as “an honest, endearing exploration of 
family, grief and perseverance.” 
 
Peter Davis is an author, filmmaker, and journalist whose documentary Hearts and Minds won 
an Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature in 1975. Davis has also written three 
nonfiction books and, most recently, his first novel, titled Girl of My Dreams. 
 
Camille DeAngelis is an author of two fantasy novels for adults, a guidebook titled Moon 
Ireland, and a young adult-crossover novel titled Bones and All. She is a board member of the 
Writers’ Room of Boston. 
 
Matt de la Peña is an award-winning YA and picture book author. His picture books include A 
Nation’s Hope and Last Stop on Market Street. He is also the author of six young adult novels, 
including his latest The Hunted (the sequel to The Living).  
 
Elena Delbanco released her debut novel The Silver Swan in 2015 after teaching for twenty-
seven years at the University of Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy. The book 
has been called “an enthralling tale about music and the passions it inspires” by the Washington 
Post. 
 
Jennifer De Leon is the editor of the anthology Wise Latinas: Writers on Higher Education. She 
is the winner of the 2011 Fourth Genre Michael Steinberg Essay Prize and has had work 
published in Ploughshares, Brevity, Ms., and elsewhere. 
 
Alan Dershowitz is a lawyer, jurist, author, and political commentator. He has written over thirty 
fiction and nonfiction works, including his most recent book, Abraham, which Steven Pinker and 
Rebecca Goldstein call a “sparkling history of the world’s first Jew and the world’s first lawyer.” 



4 
 

 
Rachel DeWoskin is the author of four critically-acclaimed books for young people and adults, 
including most recently the YA novel Blind. Her novel Big Girl Small received the 2012 American 
Library Association’s Alex Award and was named one of the top three books of 2011 
by Newsday. 
 
Bryan Doerries is the founder of Theater of War, which presents readings of ancient Greek 
plays to service members and veterans. His new book The Theater of War makes a passionate 
argument for the continued relevance of ancient Greek dramas to contemporary lives. 
 
Nilma Dominique is the coordinator of the Portuguese Language Program and a lecturer at 
MIT. She has also published a book on nonverbal communication in Spanish and Brazilian 
culture, La Comunicación sin Palabras (Communication without Words). 
 
Juan Enriquez is widely recognized as one of the world’s leading experts on the economic and 
political impacts of life sciences. His numerous books include As the Future Catches You, The 
Untied States of America, and his most recent publication, Evolving Ourselves, co-authored with 
Steve Gullans. 
 
Sorche Fairbank established Fairbank Literary Representation in 2002. Since then she has 
represented best-selling authors, Edgar recipients, award-winning journalists, and of course one 
of her favorite kinds of client—the debut author.  
 
Sukey Forbes runs an art, antiques, and interior design company. She is also an essayist and 
memoirist whose first book, The Angel in My Pocket, chronicles her heartbreak and recovery 
following the death of her six-year-old daughter, Charlotte, from a rare genetic disorder. 
 
François Furstenberg taught history for eleven years at the Université de Montréal before 
returning to the United States, where he now is a professor at Johns Hopkins University. He is 
the author most recently of When the United States Spoke French. 
 
Chris Fussell is the chief business development officer at the McChrystal Group, a leadership 
and management consultancy made of up professionals from the military, academic, business, 
and technology sectors. Fussell is the co-author with McChrystal of Team of Teams. 
 
Neil Gaiman is a #1 New York Times–bestselling author for children and adults. He has won 
the Hugo, Nebula, and Bram Stoker awards, along with the Newbery and Carnegie medals. His 
most notable works include The Graveyard Book, The Sandman series, Stardust, American 
Gods, and Coraline. 
 
Atul Gawande is a public health researcher and a general and endocrine surgeon at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital. He is also a professor at the Harvard School of Public Health and the 
Department of Surgery at Harvard Medical School, as well as a staff writer for the New Yorker. 
Gawande’s most recent book is Being Mortal. 
 
Amanda Gefter is a science journalist and author of Trespassing on Einstein’s Lawn, which 
combines fundamental physics with a father-daughter memoir and was named one of the best 
nonfiction books of 2014 by Kirkus Reviews. 
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Luisa Geisler was awarded the 2010 Prêmio Sesc de Literatura (Sesc Prize for Literature) for 
her debut book, the short story collection Contos de Mentira. In 2012, her short story “Lion” was 
chosen to be part of the Granta issue on the Best Young Brazilian Writers. 
 
Patricia Reilly Giff is the author of more than sixty books for young readers, including the Polk 
Street School series and the Newbery Honor books Lily’s Crossing and Pictures of Hollis 
Woods. Giff’s latest novel is Until I Find Julian, which Kirkus Reviews calls “a moving quest of 
family, survival, and home.” 
 
Matthew Gilbert has been the Boston Globe’s TV critic since 1998. Gilbert is the debut author 
of Off the Leash, a book that explores the group and personal dynamics of dog people and their 
canine companions at Amory Park in Brookline. 
 
Ethan Gilsdorf is the author of the award-winning travel memoir/pop culture investigation 
Fantasy Freaks and Gaming Geeks and is a regular contributor to the New York Times, Boston 
Globe, Salon, Wired, and WBUR’s Cognoscenti. Gilsdorf is also an award-winning poet and co-
founder of GrubStreet’s Young Adult Writers Program. 
 
Carey Goldberg is an accomplished reporter who has worked as the Boston bureau chief of the 
New York Times, as a health and science reporter for the Boston Globe, and, most recently, at 
WBUR, where Goldberg co-hosts the CommonHealth blog. Goldberg also co-wrote a 2010 
memoir entitled Three Wishes. 
 
Sarah Goldhagen is the New Republic's architecture critic and was formerly a professor at 
Harvard's Design School. She is the author of Louis Kahn’s Situated Modernism and the editor 
of Anxious Modernisms: Experimentation in Postwar Architectural Culture. 
 
Charlotte Gordon is a critic, an historian, and an associate professor of English at Endicott 
College. Gordon’s newest book is Romantic Outlaws, a dual biography of Mary Wollstonecraft 
and Mary Shelley that, according to The Independent, “captures the humanity of these 
complicated women.” 
 
Vivian Gornick is a critic, journalist, essayist, and memoirist. She was a reporter for the Village 
Voice from 1969 to 1977 and has also written for many other publications. Her latest book is 
The Odd Woman and the City, which Kirkus calls “a gentle, rueful, thoughtful memoir.” 
 
Chris Grimley is a principal at the design practice over,under. He has broad experience in 
architecture, graphic design, and visualization technology. His new book, co-authored with Mark 
Pasnik and Michael Kubo, is Heroic: Concrete Architecture and the New Boston. 
 
Lani Guinier is a civil rights theorist and the Bennett Boskey Professor of Law at Harvard Law 
School. She was also former special assistant at the Civil Rights Division of the US Department 
of Justice. Her latest book, The Tyranny of the Meritocracy, explores new options for a more 
democratic education system. 
 
Deborah Halber is an author and journalist whose work has appeared in the Boston Globe, MIT 
Technology Review, Symbolia, Inked, and elsewhere. Her narrative nonfiction book The 
Skeleton Crew is “a lively study that’s part whodunit, part sociological study,” according to 
Publishers Weekly. 
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Wil Haygood is a Guggenheim and National Endowment for the Arts Humanities Fellow, a 
writer for the Washington Post and a professor at Miami University. His most recent work is 
Showdown: Thurgood Marshall and the Supreme Court Nomination that Changed America, 
which Kirkus calls “an intensely readable, fully explored account.” 
 
Rachel Hills is a New York-based feminist journalist whose work has appeared in places like 
Cosmopolitan, TIME, Buzzfeed, Vogue, The Daily Beast, the New Republic, New York 
Magazine, and the Atlantic. Her book The Sex Myth has been praised as “a bracing and brave 
interrogation of contemporary assumptions about sex” by author Rebecca Traister. 
 
Walter Holland is the author of Phish’s A Live One, part of the 33 ⅓ series. His previous work 
includes the essay/story collection Falsehoods, Concerns as well as another series of essays 
entitled a tiny space to move and breathe, which considers Phish’s fall 1997 tour.  
 
Lauren Holmes is an author of short fiction. Her debut collection, Barbara the Slut: And Other 
People, has been recognized as “A Book You Need to Read in 2015” by the Village Voice and a 
best book of the spring and summer by Buzzfeed, Esquire, Bustle, L Magazine, Ms., and 
WBUR. 
 
Jonathan Horn is a former White House presidential speechwriter whose biography of Robert 
E. Lee, The Man Who Would Not Be Washington, made the Washington Post bestseller list. 
 
Michael Horn is a co-founder of the Clayton Christensen Institute for Disruptive Education and 
the executive director of its education program. His new book, Blended: Using Disruptive 
Innovation to Improve Schools, is a practical guide for implementing blended learning 
techniques in the K–12 classroom.  
 
Gregory Howard teaches creative writing, contemporary literature, and film studies at the 
University of Maine. His fiction and essays have appeared in numerous journals. His first novel, 
Hospice, was called “a haunting take on one life on society’s margins” by Kirkus Reviews. 
 
Tasneem Zehra Husain is Pakistan’s first female string theorist. Her book Only the Longest 
Threads is a fictional retelling of the history of physics, in which scientific ideas come to life 
through character, setting, scene, and literary prose.  
 
Peniel E. Joseph is a leading scholar on African-American history, a professor at Tufts 
University, and a national commentator on race, democracy, and civil rights. His latest book, 
Stokely: A Life, is the first major biography of the civil rights leader who coined the term "Black 
Power." 
 
Heidi Julavits is the author of four novels, including The Mineral Palace and The Uses of 
Enchantment. She is a co-founder and co-editor of The Believer magazine. Julavits’s most 
recent book-length project is The Folded Clock, a memoir in the form of a daily diary. 
 
Charles Kaiser is an award-winning journalist whose latest book, The Cost of Courage, is the 
tragic and triumphant true story of one family in the French Resistance. Kirkus, in its starred 
review, wrote that “at once heroic and heartbreaking, this story leaves an indelible mark.” 
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Rosabeth Moss Kanter holds the Ernest L. Arbuckle Professorship at Harvard Business 
School. Her latest book, MOVE: Putting America's Infrastructure Back in the Lead, is a 
sweeping look across industries and technologies shaping the future of mobility and the 
leadership required for transformation. 
 
Kirun Kapur is the winner of the Arts & Letters Rumi Prize in Poetry and the Antivenom Poetry 
Award for her first book, Visiting Indira Gandhi’s Palmist. She is the founder and director of the 
New England arts program The Tannery Series. 
 
Sarah Kay is a poet best known for her award-winning spoken-word poetry. She is the founder 
and co-director of Project VOICE, a group dedicated to using spoken word as an educational 
and inspirational tool.  
 
Juliette Kayyem is one of the nation’s leading experts in national and homeland security. She 
teaches at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, is an on-air security analyst at CNN, and 
hosts a podcast entitled Security Mom for WGBH News. Her book, Security Mom, will be 
published in 2016.  
 
Louise Kennedy oversees WBUR's new coverage of education and learning at all stages of 
life. Kennedy is formerly WBUR’s director of community engagement and was also longtime 
editor and writer at the Boston Globe. 
 
Chip Kidd is a celebrated book cover designer, author, and scholar of pop culture. His latest 
book is Only What’s Necessary: Charles M. Schulz and the Art of Peanuts, about the single 
most popular and influential comic strip in the world. 
 
Brendan Kiely is the author of the young adult novel The Gospel of Winter, which was selected 
by the ALA as one of its 2015 top ten books for young adults. All American Boys, his new YA 
novel co-authored with Jason Reynolds, focuses on the broad repercussions of a single violent 
act. 
 
Joe Klein is a political commentator and columnist who writes the In the Arena column weekly 
for TIME. His most recent book is Charlie Mike: A True Story of Heroes Who Brought Their 
Mission Home, about two veterans who use their military training to help others.  
 
Shana Knizhnik is the creator of the Notorious RBG Tumblr, which juxtaposes Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg with the rapper Notorious B.I.G. in a playful and hilarious 
celebration of Bader Ginsburg’s life and court opinions. Knizhnik’s book, also titled Notorious 
RBG, is co-authored with Irin Carmon. 
 
Laura Koenig is the head of youth services at the Boston Public Library’s Central Library. 
 
George Krupp is co-founder and chairman of the real-estate investment management company 
Berkshire. He holds a master’s degree in history from Brown University and took a five-year 
sabbatical from business to teach history at Gann Academy, a Jewish day school in Waltham, 
Massachusetts. 
 
Stephen Kukjian spent forty years as an investigative reporter for the Boston Globe, including 
five years running the Globe’s Washington bureau. He is the author of Master Thieves: The 
Boston Gangsters Who Pulled Off the World's Greatest Art Heist. 
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Dylan Landis is the author of a story collection, Normal People Don’t Live Like This, and a 
debut novel, Rainey Royal, which earned her a 2014 O. Henry Prize. Her fiction writing has 
been featured in publications like Bomb, Tin House, and Best American Nonrequired Reading. 
 
Henriette Lazaridis has had work published in the New England Review, the New York Times 
online, and elsewhere. Lazaridis is the founding editor of The Drum online literary magazine. 
Her debut novel, The Clover House, explores issues of exile, nostalgia, belonging, and identity. 
 
Holly LeCraw is the author of two novels, The Swimming Pool and The Half Brother, the former 
of which was nominated for a Pushcart Prize. Her work has been featured in Post Road, 
Writer’s Digest, The Millions, Image, The Drum, The Believer, and Necessary Fiction. 
 
Lynn Levin is a poet, writer, translator, and teacher who works at Drexel University and the 
University of Pennsylvania. Her writings have appeared in Ploughshares, Boulevard, Hopkins 
Review, Michigan Quarterly Review, Southwest Review, Cleaver, Wild River, Painted Bride 
Quarterly, and elsewhere. 
 
Alan Light is a journalist and author who has served as a rock critic and senior editor of Rolling 
Stone and editor in chief of Vibe and Spin magazines. His most recent book is Let’s Go Crazy, 
which Vanity Fair describes as “a history of the making of [Prince’s] historic, semi-
autobiographical musical masterwork, Purple Rain." 
 
Kelly Link is an author and editor of short stories whose fiction has been published in the 
Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction, The Best American Short Stories, and Prize Stories: 
The O. Henry Awards. Her most recent collection is the Los Angeles Times bestseller Get in 
Trouble which has been named by TIME as one of the best books of 2015 so far. 
 
Adriana Lisboa is a novelist, poet, short story writer, and children’s author whose work has 
been published in thirteen countries. Her novel Symphony in White won the José Saramago 
Prize for Literature, and her book of poetry for children Língua de trapos (A Tongue Made of 
Scraps) won the Outstanding Newcomer of the Year Award. 
 
Bill Littlefield is the host of NPR’s Only A Game and a columnist for the Boston Globe. He 
served as the guest editor for The Best American Sports Writing 1998, has published several 
other books, and most recently wrote the introduction for and edited The Top of His Game, a 
collection of W.C. Heinz's best sports writing. 
 
Kenji López-Alt is the Managing Culinary Director of Serious Eats, where he writes the James 
Beard Award–nominated column The Food Lab. He has recently published a book with the 
same name, which explores the science of home cooking to uncover better techniques for 
tastier meals. 
 
Joseph Luzzi is a writer, Dante scholar, and professor of Italian at Bard College. His memoir In 
a Dark Wood has been praised by Kirkus as “a forthright chronicle of emergence from 
darkness.” 
 
Christopher Lydon is an author and media personality, best known as the original host of 
WBUR’s The Connection and creator and host of Open Source. 
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Bonnie MacBird is an actor, director, and award-winning script and documentary 
writer/producer whose credits include the movie TRON. Art in the Blood is MacBird’s novel 
written in the style of Arthur Conan Doyle.  
 
Carolyn Mackler is an award-winning author of young adult and middle grade literature. Her 
teen novel The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things won the Printz Honor. Her latest 
novel is the story of five high school teens, Infinite in Between.  
 
Nina MacLaughlin quit her journalism job to work as a carpenter’s assistant, and she 
chronicles this experience in her first book, Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter, which 
Kirkus calls “a surprisingly thoughtful book about taking chances and finding joy in change.” 
 
Emily St. John Mandel is the author of four novels, most recently Station Eleven, which was a 
finalist for a National Book Award and the PEN/Faulkner Award, and won the 2015 Arthur C. 
Clarke Award. George R. R. Martin called it “a book that I will long remember.” 
 
Bob Mankoff is a cartoonist, the cartoon editor of The New Yorker, and one of the nation’s 
leading commentators on the role of humor in American business, politics, and life. His most 
recent book is How About Never--Is Never Good for You? My Life in Cartoons. 
 
Sonia Manzano is an actress, author, and speaker best known for her role as Maria on Sesame 
Street. She was nominated twice for an Emmy Award as Outstanding Performer in a Children's 
Series, and her writing for the show earned her fifteen Emmy Awards. She recently published a 
memoir, Becoming Maria. 
 
John Markoff, senior writer for the New York Times, writes for the paper’s science section. He 
is the author of Machines of Loving Grace, which offers a sweeping history of the complicated 
and evolving relationship between humans and computers and asks, will we control them or will 
they control us? 
 
Anastacia Marx de Salcedo is a food writer whose work has appeared in the Atlantic, 
Gourmet, Saveur, Salon, the Boston Globe, and on PBS and NPR blogs. Her book Combat-
Ready Kitchen: How the U.S. Military Shapes the Way You Eat explores the deep relationship 
that exists between military research and processed foods. 
 
Courtney Maum is a novelist, essayist, and humor columnist. Her debut novel, I Am Having So 
Much Fun Here Without You, looks at marriage, love, and fidelity. Publishers Weekly called it 
“an impressive, smart novel” in its starred review. 
 
Simon Mawer is an author of fiction and nonfiction. His novel The Glass Room was shortlisted 
for the Booker Prize. His most recent novel, Tightrope, was called “a sophisticated, deviously 
constructed story of a woman who finds her true self in the distorting mirrors of the intelligence 
game” by the Sunday Times. 
 
Colum McCann won the 2009 National Book Award for his novel Let the Great World Spin. 
McCann’s stories have appeared in the New Yorker, Esquire, Paris Review, Granta, Atlantic 
Monthly, and elsewhere. His most recent work, Thirteen Ways of Looking, marks his first 
collection of short fiction in more than a decade. 
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General Stanley McChrystal is the former commander of all US and International Security 
Assistance Forces (ISAF) Afghanistan and the former commander of Joint Special Operations 
Command (JSOC). His book Team of Teams examines how the military’s challenges and 
solutions can be relevant to businesses and other organizations. 
 
Cammie McGovern is the author of books for teens and adults. In a starred review, Publishers 
Weekly writes that McGovern’s new young adult novel, A Step Toward Falling, “shows that 
disabled and able aren’t binary states but part of a continuum—a human one.” 
 
Kim McLarin is the author of the critically-acclaimed novels Taming It Down, Meeting of the 
Waters, and Jump at the Sun, which was chosen as a 2007 Fiction Honor Book for the 
Massachusetts Book Awards. She is also author of the memoir Divorce Dog and co-author of 
the memoir Growing Up X. 
 
Jennifer McMahon is the author of the New York Times bestsellers Promise Not to Tell and 
The Winter People, named a Best Book of the Year by the Boston Globe. Her latest novel, The 
Night Sister, blends past and present in a spooky tale about family and childhood secrets. 
 
Cathryn Mercier is the director of the Center for the Study of Children’s Literature and a 
professor of English at Simmons College. She has contributed to the scholarship on children’s 
literature and children’s authors and served on numerous award committees. 
 
Claire Messud is the author of the New York Times–bestselling The Emperor’s Children. The 
Boston Globe calls her newest book, The Woman Upstairs, “[A] powerful psychological thriller . . 
. a supremely well-crafted page-turner with a shocker of an ending.” 
 
Ben Mezrich has authored sixteen books of fiction and nonfiction, including Bringing Down the 
House, The Accidental Billionaires, and Seven Wonders. His latest book is Once Upon a Time 
in Russia, a true story of oligarchs and political corruption in the former Soviet Union. 
 
Leigh Montville is an award-winning sportswriter and longtime Boston Globe columnist whose 
numerous books include biographies of baseball greats Ted Williams and Babe Ruth, daredevil 
Evel Knieval, race car driver Dale Earnhardt, and basketball player Manute Bol. 
 
Meg Mitchell Moore was a journalist before turning her attention to fiction, publishing her debut 
novel, The Arrivals, in 2011. Since then, she has published two additional novels: So Far Away 
and her latest, The Admissions, which is set in the high-stakes world of college admissions. 
 
Bob Morris is a frequent contributor to the New York Times and the author of Assisted Loving:  
True Tales of Double Dating With My Dad. His new book, Bobby Wonderful: An Imperfect Son 
Buries His Parents, has been called “a profound and timely chronicle” in Publishers Weekly’s 
starred review. 
 
Lisa Mullins began her career in journalism at WBUR and went on to serve for more than 
fifteen years as anchor of PRI’s The World. In 2015, Mullins was named as the host of All 
Things Considered on WBUR. 
 
Sandra Newman is an author of fiction and nonfiction, including a memoir as well as three 
novels: The Only Good Thing Anyone Has Ever Done, Cake, and her most recent novel, The 
Country of Ice Cream Star, which was longlisted for both the Folio Prize and the Baileys 
Women’s Prize for Fiction. 
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Matthew Neill Null is a writer from West Virginia, a graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 
and a winner of the O. Henry Award and the Mary McCarthy Prize in short fiction. His debut 
novel, Honey from the Lion, is set in the logging industry in West Virginia’s Allegheny 
Mountains. 
 
Megan O’Grady is a contributing editor of Vogue and the magazine’s book critic. She has 
served on the board of the National Book Critics Circle and was a 2012 Nieman Fellow. 
 
Chinelo Okparanta is an award-winning Nigerian-American writer. Her collection of short 
stories, Happiness, Like Water, was long-listed for the Frank O’Connor International Short Story 
Award and won a 2014 Lambda Literary Award. Okparanta’s debut novel is Under the Udala 
Trees. 
 
Amaryah Orenstein, founder of GO Literary, a Boston-based boutique agency, is thrilled to 
help writers bring their ideas to life. She is particularly drawn to narrative nonfiction and memoir 
but enjoys any book that connects the reader to its characters and evokes thought and feeling. 
 
Erik Owens is associate director of the Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life and 
an associate professor of the practice in theology and international studies at Boston College. 
His research explores a variety of intersections between religion and public life. 
 
Amanda Palmer is a performance artist, singer, songwriter, and pianist best known for her work 
with the Dresden Dolls and Evelyn Evelyn. Her first book, the New York Times bestseller The 
Art of Asking, expands on a TED talk she gave in 2013. 
 
Jonathan Papernick is a short story writer, essayist, novelist, and a senior writer in residence 
at Emerson College. His latest book is The Book of Stone, which Library Journal called an 
“intelligent and timely thriller” in its starred review. 
 
Mark Pasnik is a principal of the design practice over,under and an associate professor at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology. He was the recipient of the AIA’s 2014 Young Architects 
Award. His new book, co-authored with Chris Grimley and Michael Kubo, is Heroic: Concrete 
Architecture and the New Boston. 
 
Amy Pattee is an associate professor at Simmons College’s School of Library and Information 
Science, where she teaches children’s and young adult literature. Her most recent book is titled 
Developing Library Collections for Today's Young Adults. 
 
Sacha Pfeiffer is a columnist and reporter for the Boston Globe and was on the Spotlight 
investigative team that won the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service for its stories on clergy 
sex abuse. She has also been a senior reporter and host of All Things Considered on WBUR. 
 
Charles Pierce is the lead political blogger for Esquire, a position he has held since 2011. He is 
a frequent guest on NPR’s Only a Game as well as on the Stephanie Miller Show and NPR’s 
game show Wait, Wait Don’t Tell Me. He also writes for ESPN’s Grantland. 
 
Heidi Pitlor is the series editor of The Best American Short Stories and the author of two 
novels. Her suspenseful second novel, The Daylight Marriage, was praised by Stephen King as 
“hypnotically readable.” 
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Karyn Polewaczyk is a Boston-based writer and creative strategist. Her work is featured 
regularly at Jezebel, Racked, and DailyWorth, where she covers everything from fashion and 
feminism to career advice and money matters. 
 
Alexandre Vidal Porto is a writer, diplomat, human rights activist and the author of two novels, 
including Sergio Y. goes to America, winner of the Parana Prize for Literature. A native of Brazil, 
he currently lives and works in Tokyo and maintains the blog Foreign Element for Bravo! 
magazine. 
 
Steven Pressman is a journalist and documentary film producer and the author of 50 Children: 
One Ordinary American Couple's Extraordinary Rescue Mission into the Heart of Nazi Germany. 
 
Laurence Ralph is John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences in the 
Departments of Anthropology and African and African American Studies at Harvard University.  
He is the author of Renegade Dreams: Living Through Injury in Gangland Chicago. 
 
Lisa Randall studies theoretical particle physics and cosmology at Harvard. In Dark Matter and 
the Dinosaurs, Randall shares the latest findings—established and speculative—regarding the 
nature and role of dark matter and the origin of the Universe.  
 
Jason Reynolds is the author of several novels, including the critically-acclaimed When I Was 
the Greatest, which earned him the Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent. His 
latest novel, co-written with Brendan Kiely, is titled All American Boys. 
 
Cindy Rodriguez is a former newspaper reporter who now teaches middle school reading and 
college-level composition in Connecticut. Her novel When Reason Breaks is a story about two 
girls struggling with depression and anger, and how the poetry of Emily Dickinson may serve as 
a guide to happiness for both of them. 
 
Vanessa Rodriguez is a doctoral candidate at the Harvard Graduate School of Education and 
co-author, along with Michelle Fitzpatrick, of The Teaching Brain. Her research at Harvard has 
been recognized for its potential impact on education with the Harvard Initiative for Learning and 
Teaching award. 
 
Lisa Rourke is a lecturer in English and the assistant director of the University Writing Program 
at Brandeis University. 
 
Louis Sachar is the Newbery Medal–winning author of Holes, which was also awarded the 
National Book Award for Young People’s Literature and was adapted into a 2003 film. Sachar’s 
most recent novel, Fuzzy Mud, is an environmental cautionary tale that blends suspense and 
humor. 
 
Moshe Safdie is an architect, urban planner, educator, theorist, and author. His works include 
Habitat 67 in Montreal and the Marina Bay Sands complex in Singapore. In 2015, Safdie was 
awarded the Gold Medal by the American Institute of Architects. 
 
Stephen Savage is an award-winning illustrator whose work has appeared in many major 
publications. His children’s work includes Polar Bear Night, Where’s Walrus?, and his latest 
picture book, Where’s Penguin? And Walrus? 
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Bruce Schneier is a renowned security technologist and writer who has authored thirteen 
books on security topics, computer security, and cryptography. His most recent book is Data 
and Goliath, which examines the deterioration of privacy in the increasingly digital world. 
 
John Seabrook is a journalist and longtime New Yorker staff writer. He has published four 
books, the most recent of which, The Song Machine: Inside the Hit Factory, explores the cultural 
origins of pop music superhits that leave the listener wanting more. 
 
Laura Vaccaro Seeger is a New York Times–bestselling author and illustrator of children’s 
books, including Bully, the Dog and Bear series, and her latest book, I Used to be Afraid. Her 
books have received Caldecott Honors as well as the Boston Globe/Horn Book Award. 
 
Stefany Shaheen is the co-founder and COO of Good Measures, a company that develops 
online tools and services to help people better manage their health. Her book, Elle and Coach, 
came to be after years of managing her oldest daughter Elle’s type 1 diabetes diagnosis. 
 
B. A. Shapiro is the New York Times–bestselling author of seven novels, four screenplays, and 
one nonfiction book. Her newest book, The Muralist, has been described by author Lisa Genova 
as “an intriguing story masterfully imagined about art, war, family, truth, and freedom.” 
 
Steve Sheinkin is an award-winning author of history narratives and books for young readers. 
His most recent work, Most Dangerous, has been called “easily the best study of the Vietnam 
War available for teen readers” by Kirkus in a starred review. 
 
Jim Shepard is an author and professor of creative writing at Williams College and in the 
Warren Wilson MFA Program. His most recent novel, The Book of Aron, has been called “a 
masterpiece . . . a remarkable novel destined to join the shelf of essential Holocaust literature” 
by the Washington Post. 
 
Adam Silvera is the author of More Happy Than Not. Before writing his debut novel, he worked 
as a bookseller and then shifted to children's publishing where he worked at a literary 
development company, a creative writing website for teens, and as a book reviewer of children's 
and young adult novels. 
 
Andrew Smith is an award-winning author whose books for young adults include Winger, 100 
Sideways Miles, and Grasshopper Jungle, which received a Boston Globe/Horn Book Award. 
His new novel, Stand-Off, has been called a “brave, wickedly funny novel” by Kirkus in a starred 
review. 
 
Tamara Ellis Smith is the debut author of the children’s novel Another Kind of Hurricane. She 
earned her MFA in writing for children from Vermont College of Fine Arts. School Library 
Journal writes that Another Kind of Hurricane “will spark contemplation and discussion.” 
 
Jason Sokol is an associate professor of history at the University of New Hampshire. His 
research focuses on twentieth-century American politics, race, and civil rights. Sokol’s newest 
book, All Eyes Are Upon Us, was a finalist for the 2015 Chautauqua Prize. 
 
John Spooner is a managing director of investments at a leading Wall Street firm and the 
author of numerous works of fiction and nonfiction. His new book, No One Ever Told Us That, 
offers practical financial guidance for young people heading out into the “real world.”  
 



14 
 

Erin E. Stead is the Caldecott Medal–winning illustrator of A Sick Day for Amos McGee. She 
and her husband, author and artist Philip C. Stead, also co-created Bear Has a Story to Tell, 
among other award-winning titles. Her latest book is Lenny & Lucy (written by Philip C. Stead). 
 
Philip C. Stead is the author of A Sick Day for Amos McGee (illustrated by his wife, Erin E. 
Stead), which received a Caldecott Medal. He and Erin E. Stead also co-created Bear Has a 
Story to Tell, among other titles. His latest book (also illustrated by Erin E. Stead) is Lenny & 
Lucy. 
 
Rebecca Stead is a writer for young people. Her novels include When You Reach Me, which 
was awarded the 2010 Newbery Medal, and Liar & Spy, which won the Guardian Children’s 
Fiction Prize. Stead’s new book, Goodbye Stranger, has received starred reviews from all the 
major advance review publications. 
 
Jessica Stern is an expert on terrorism. Her books include Denial: A Memoir of Terror and 
Terror in the Name of God. Her new book, ISIS: The State of Terror, co-authored with J. M. 
Berger, should, according to the Washington Post, “be required reading for every politician and 
policymaker.” 
 
Katherine Stewart is a journalist originally from Boston. Her most recent book, The Good News 
Club, is an investigation into public education and religious fundamentalism in America.  
 
Andrew McConnell Stott is a professor of English at the University at Buffalo, SUNY, and the 
author of, most recently, The Poet and the Vampyre, which was described by the New York 
Times as "fluid, informative and stylish.” 
 
Nancy Rubin Stuart is an author, a journalist, and the executive director of the Cape Cod 
Writers Center. Her most recent book, Defiant Brides, profiles the remarkable lives of two 
Revolutionary-era women. 
 
Roger Sutton is the editor in chief of the Horn Book, where he has focused on expanding its 
coverage of the significance of children’s and young adult literature. He is the author of several 
books on the topic, including his most recent, A Family of Readers. 
 
Laura Tavares is a senior program associate for Facing History and Ourselves, a global 
organization whose mission is to engage students of diverse backgrounds in an examination of 
racism, prejudice, and antisemitism in order to promote the development of a more humane and 
informed citizenry. 
 
Chris Taylor is deputy editor of Mashable, the world’s largest social media and technology 
news website. His book How Star Wars Conquered the Universe traces the multibillion-dollar 
franchise through its decades-long history and into the future. 
 
Julia Tejblum is a fourth-year PhD student in the English literature department at Harvard, 
where she researches and writes about Romantic and Victorian literature with particular 
attention to the poetry of Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, Tennyson, and Browning. 
 
Rupert Thomson is the author of nine highly acclaimed novels and recipient of the Writers’ 
Guild Nonfiction Book of the Year. His most recent title, Katherine Carlyle, is a modern take on 
the myth of origins, which Philip Pullman calls “a masterpiece.” 
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Anthony K. Tjan is the CEO, managing partner, and founder of the venture capital firm Cue 
Ball, on the board of overseers of From the Top, and co-author of the New York Times 
bestseller Heart, Smarts, Guts, and Luck. 
 
Jessica Treadway is a professor in the Department of Writing, Literature, and Publishing at 
Emerson College. Her latest novel, Lacy Eye, is what Publishers Weekly calls “a deftly plotted 
psychological thriller . . . a devastating portrait of a family torn apart from both the outside and 
within.” 
 
Dawn Tripp is a Massachusetts Book Award–winning novelist of, most recently, the Boston 
Globe bestseller Game of Secrets. Her biographical novel of Georgia O’Keeffe, Georgia, will be 
published in spring of 2016.  
 
Lily Tuck is a National Book Award–winning novelist, short story writer, essayist, and 
biographer. Her latest novel, The Double Life of Liliane, offers her most autobiographical work in 
a book that Diane Johnson calls “a triumph of artistry and storytelling.” 
 
Lou Ureneck is a professor of journalism at Boston University and the author of three books, 
including Backcast, which won the National Outdoor Book Award for literary merit. His latest 
book is The Great Fire, which Kirkus hails as “an inspiring illumination of a hero who deserves 
recognition.” 
 
Laura van den Berg is a writer in residence at Bard College and the author of three books of 
fiction. Her first novel, Find Me, is a post-apocalyptic coming of age story that Kirkus calls 
"curiously beautiful" and "disarmingly sensitive." 
 
Linda K. Wertheimer, author of Faith Ed., is a former education editor of the Boston Globe. 
She was a full-time reporter and editor for more than twenty years at several newspapers, 
including the Globe, the Dallas Morning News, and the Orlando Sentinel. 
 
Michael Witwer is a writer and actor based in Chicago. His latest book is Empire of 
Imagination, a biography of Dungeons and Dragons creator Gary Gygax. 
 
James Wood is a professor of literary criticism at Harvard and a staff writer for the New Yorker. 
A 2009 winner of the National Magazine Award for reviews and criticism, he is also the author of 
the novel The Book Against God and a study of literary technique, How Fiction Works. His latest 
book is The Nearest Thing to Life. 
 
Robin Young is the co-host of Here & Now, a WBUR-produced daily news magazine that 
features interview segments with politicians, artists, authors, and other newsmakers and airs on 
NPR stations nationwide. 
 
Paul Zelinsky is a writer, illustrator, and Caldecott Medal winner. He is perhaps best known for 
his adaptation of The Wheels on the Bus, which has sold over a million copies worldwide. His 
new book is Toys Meet Snow, written by Emily Jenkins. 
 
 


